
LETTER FROM VIENNA.
During the latter part of the present century, Vienna

has become one of the greatest, if not the greatest, med-
ical centre of Continental Europe. Hence, the whole
medical world naturally looks to that city for the latest,
as well as the most useful revelations in medical science,
in all the various specialties, for many of them are dili-
gently cultivated in the Austrian capital; and one will
notice here, as in Berlin and Dresden, that many practi-
tioners announce their special line of practice by large
gilded signs, conspicuously placed over their doors.
That this shouldbe a great teaching centre for those

having a speaking knowledge of German, one can easily
comprehend; because its professors in the hospitals are
mostly men of worldwide reputations, many of whom
are well known as authors and operators. Besides, their
great, colossal hospital, on the Aller Strasse, being prac-
tically the only general hospital for the city, with its
million and a quarter of population, along with its nu
merous suburban districts, clinical material is massed
there, and there are shoals ofmaterial for every conceiv¬
able specialty.
This immense hospital and its grounds cover at least

ten acres. It is constructed on the same architectural
plans as a/e all the principal public buildings here; their
courts, museums and military barracks, i. e., the group
takes the form of a quadrangle, with a large court, or
hollow square, of open space in the centre, with many-
walks handsomely sodded, and all sheltered by numer¬
ous large shade trees.
In Professors Billroth and Albert's departments, sur¬

gical clinics are held every morning, often commencing
as early as 7 or half an hour later, in the morning. These
large surgical wards are well filled with many interesting
cases. Professor Billroth is one of those who have great
faith in. the efficacy of the radical operation for the
cure of reducible hernia; and among the many cases

which I saw in his spacious wards, which were treated
for radical cure was one man of 50 years, who had two
herniae operated on simultaneously. The method lately
employed by the eminent professor is Bassiui's, of Padua.
It is claimed for it, that its results are the most satisfac¬
tory and desirable; while on the other hand, not infre¬
quently, in spite of every precaution, suppuration ensues
in the wound, and often there is no inconsiderable slough¬
ing of the aponeurotic, fibrous tissues.
In Professor Albert's service, hospital and ambulant,

the radical operation is seldom undertaken, except in
those cases of painful incarceration, or impending stran¬
gulation.
It is interesting here to note the difference in technique

of operation, in the practice of these two distinguished
teachers in the same hospital. With Prof. Billroth, the
irrigator is almost never employed, main reliance being
placed on vigorous asepsis, the free use of soapsups, and
the sterilizing oven.
With the one, all the assistants must wear heavy rubber

clogs and rubber aprons to save themselves from a free

wetting, while with the other, their morning, polished
calf boots are worn all through, and, with the exception
of being now and then smeared with blood, are none the
worse for it.
In one particular, however, they both agree; neither

uses sponges of any description in ordinary operations,
but depend wholly on pledgets of cotton or gauze, for
wiping away effused blood.
A material called, I believe, " wood wool," is employ¬

ed in Billroth's clinic, in its loose state, for scrubbing
purposes. If made from hard, tough wood, a small hand¬
ful of it, wetted and lathered, can be used much more
expeditiously than any sort of brush ever devised. After
being employed it is thrown aside. In its dry state, when
cut fine, it makes an excellent felting or padding, and
serves the triple purpose of support, protection from
cold, and lastly, being as porous as a sponge, is unrivaled
as an absorbent.
The use of Koch's lymph for surgical tuberculosis has

been abandoned entirely in this institution, as also, I am
informed, it has been pretty generally throughout Austria.
This is very greatly to be regretted, for tuberculous dis¬
ease seems to be the scourge of Germany. I was in¬
formed that, taking all the surgical cases together, young
and old, fully 80 per cent, were in one way or another com¬
plicatedwith this disease; and indeed, from the great num¬
ber of hunchbacks and cripples seen in the cities of
this section, there can be little doubt that the truth has
not been overstated.
Cocaine anaesthesia, as a local analgesic, is being large¬

ly employed here, for those operations in which no large
nerve trunks are being divided, or bones cut through.
Without question, when cocaine is applied skilfully, and
its powerful analgesic properties are understood, it will
be more largely employed, both to the advantage of the
patient and the operator.
Iodoform gauze still holds its own, although one does

not see the dry drug peppered over denuded surfaces, as
was the custom in America—and I suppose among the
Teutons—not long since.
It may be interesting to inquire what the great advan¬

tages of these hospitals in Continental Europe are, that
Americans should pass by their own great cities, where
every possible facility is given by eminent teachers, in
the various post-graduate schools and hospitals, to enter
cities, of the language of which many of them know
nothing.
It may be said in reply, that travel broadens and de¬

velops the mind, and that these older countries are better
equipped than ours for imparting an education, medical
as well as any other; that their term of study is so much
longer, etc. This latter has been particularly harped on
lately, in America, by some who would extend the term
of study so long that, when a student got through, he
would be pretty sure to know nothing. And besides, for
this precious privilege few but the sons of millionaires
could compete. Dr. Lauder Brunton argued, at the late
meeting of the British Medical Association, for an exten.
sion of the term of study, but failed, I believe, in con¬

vincing his audience on this point.
As a matter of fact, our system of teaching medicine in
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America is excelled by no nation in Europe. When our
young men enter a medical school, it is not for the pur¬
pose of idling away three or four years in doing littfe or
nothing; then, as the time for the final '-rub" comes,
employing a skilled "grind" to get them in form for the
race, the examination. Our principal hospitals have
ever)'thing that can be had, in the way of teaching.
Hence, unless one is engaged in a special line of study,
and has plenty of spare cash and leisure, let him first
avail himself of the home opportunities, before he med¬
itates a trip to Europe.

Thomas H. Manley, M.d.

LETTER FROM NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Although the profession may not be in entire accord as
to the practical contagiousness of leprosy, there can be
little question of the propriety of the action of the health
authorities in isolating in a hospital tent on North
Brothers Island the two Chinese lepers recently discover-
ed in this city. What the final disposition of the pa-
tients may be is as yet somewhat uncertain, but it seems
probable that theywill eventually be returned to their na-
tive country. One of them is said to be possessed of am-
ple means, and the United States Government may per-
haps provide for the return of the other.
The action referred to was taken in accordance with

the suggestions made in a special report upon the subject
presented by Dr. Cyrus Edson, Chief of the Bureau of
Contagious Disease. In this report Dr. Edson refers to
the fact that numerous competent medical observers as-
sert that under certain conditions leprosy is contagious.
Among these he mentions Dr. R. Armenes Hansen, the
discoverer of the bacillus leprae, Sir Morrell MacKenzie.
Dr. Van Dyke Carter, Dr. N. C. Macnamara, and a num¬
ber of American dermatologists. He then goes on to
say: "The conditions favorable to the spread of leprosy-
are those existing in the so-called Chinese quarter in this
city. Here we have a population consisting of people
who are admitted by all authorities to be susceptible to
the disease, among whom it is prevalent, and by whom
many claim that it has been introduced into countries
previously free from leprosy, as, for example, the Sand¬
wich Islands and Australia. The habits of life as prac¬
ticed by the Chinese in their so-called quarter are such as
tend to favor the spread of any disease of a contagious
nature. It is not necessary, in my opinion, to consider
the anti-contagionist theory of leprosy. This theory is
honestly maintained by such men as Danielson, of Nor¬
way, Nelson, ofCanada, and others.
'•Dr. C. M. Allen, in an introductory note to the well-

known paper by Dr. MacKenzie, entitled, 'The Dreadful
Revival of Leprosy,' very aptly says in regard to the
opinion of the anti-contagionists, 'Honest opinion is al¬
ways to be respected, but how many men of recognized
ability in the profession who are fully cognizant of the
history of the disease can believe it safe or wise to ad-

mit lepers into our country and harbor them here,
where the chances of escaping the scourge are so great if
proper precautions are taken, is beyond my compre¬
hension.'
"Personally, I have given my opinion in regard to the

contagion of leprosy in a recent paper. I believe leprosy
to be contagious under certain conditions. These con¬
ditions, in my opinion, as I have before stated, exist in
this city in the Chinese quarter. Between the honest dif¬
ferences of opinion that exist upon the subject of contag¬
ion, a large element of doubt, to sa)'the least, is created.
The benefit of this doubt should be given the people, to
conserve public health. I therefore respectfully recom¬
mend that the two lepers in question be taken in charge
by this department until they can be properly cared for
by some other means. I also respectfully recommend
that steps be taken at once to bring the matter of the
care of leprosy before the United States authorities, to
the end that a National lazaretto, where leprosy cases

can be isolated, be established on the Atlantic coast."
In commenting on the disposal of these cases the

President of the Board of Health, Mr. Wilson, remarked
that the action of the Board was taken on consultation
with the best physicians in the city, aud that the mem¬

bers of the Board believed from the testimony submitted,
that the isolation of the lepers was a necessary public
measure. He also expressed the opinion that should a
legal test be made, the courts would sustain this view.
The bodies sent to the city morgue do not often come

to life, but this was the case in the instance of an appar¬
ently still-born infant brought there by its father a short
time since. The child was a premature one, measuring
but nine inches in length, and weighing but a pound aud
three-quarters, and as it showed no signs of life when
born the ignorant midwife in attendance did not think it
worth while to -take any measures to resuscitate it, and
told the father that the right thing to do with it was to
take it to the morgue. Soon after the body of the infant
had been laid upon the cold, hard slab it began to revive
and uttered a feeble "cry. The astonished keeper of the
morgue snatched it up, and, wrapping a cloth about it
rushed with it to Bellevue Hospital, near-by,where it was
promptly treated with all possible care. Unfortunately,
liowever, the little stranger was not long for this world,
and a day or two afterward it died.in earnest. Possibly,
if the child had received proper treatment at the time of
its birth—the exposure to which it was afterwards sub¬
jected thus having been avoided—it might perhaps have
survived and eventually grown up to be a useful member
of society. This is only one of the far too numerous

cases of neglect and incompetence on the part of mid-
wives that are continually occurring, and there can be
no question that there is urgent need of reform in the
matter of granting licenses to this class of persons. At
present almost any woman, however ignorant, can apply
for and obtain a certificate authorizing her to practice
midwifery.
A Mrs. Charlotte Smith recently- celebrated her hun¬

dred and first birthday at the residence of a daughter in
Brooklyn, and in honor of the event she was waited upon
by a large number ofdescendants, the youngest of whom
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